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deity.1      When   the   Jews   returned   to   Jerusalem   from Excessive
the great captivity and assembled   for   the  first  time  in JJJUnto
the square before the ruined temple, it happened that the the wrath
weather was  very wet, and  as  the  people  sat  shelterless ^ity?
and drenched in the piazza they trembled at their sin and
at  the  rain.2    In   all   ages   it   has  been  the   strength or
the weakness  of  Israel  to  read the hand of God in the
changing aspects of nature, and we need not wonder that
at such a time and in so dismal a scene, with a lowering
sky overhead, the blackened ruins of the temple before their
eyes, and the steady drip of the rain over all, the returned
exiles should have been oppressed with a double sense of
their own guilt and of the divine anger.     Perhaps, though
they hardly knew it, memories of the bright sun, fat fields,
and broad willow-fringed rivers of Babylon,8 which had been
so long their home, lent a deeper shade of sadness to the
austerity of the Judean landscape, with its gaunt grey hills
stretching away, range  beyond  range, to  the   horizon, or
dipping eastward to the far line of sombre blue which marks
the sullen waters of the Dead Sea.4
In  the days of the Hebrew  monarchy the  king  was Hebrew
apparently credited  with  the  power of  making  sick  and ap^.entiy
making whole.    Thus the king of Syria sent a leper to the supposed
king of Israel to be healed by him, just as scrofulous patients
1 Ezekiel xdii.  II, 13, xxxviii. 22;      p. 641.    The Indians in question are
Jeremiah  iii.  2  sq.      The  Hebrews     the Aurohuacas of Colombia, ia South
looked to Jehovah for rain (Leviticus     America.
xxvi 3-5 ; Jeremiah v. 24) just as the         3 Psalm cxxxvii.    The willows be-
Greeks looked to Zeus and the Romans     side the rivers of Babylon are men-
to Jupiter.                                                 tioned in  the  laments  for Tammuz.
* Ezra r.   9-14.    The  special  sin     See above, pp. 9, 10.
which they laid to heart on this occa-         4 The line of the Dead Sea, lying
sion was their marriage with. Gentile     in its deep trough, is visible from the
women.    It is  implied,   though   not     Mount of Olives; indeed, so clear is
expressly said,  that  they traced  the     the atmosphere  that the blue  water
inclemency  of the  weather  to  these     seems quite near the eye, though in
unfortunate     alliances.        Similarly,      fact it is more than fifteen miles off
"during the rainy season, when the     and nearly four thousand feet below
sun is hidden behind great masses of     the   spectator.      See   K.    Baedeker,
dark  clouds,   the   Indians  set  up   a     Palestine and Syria* (Leipsic, 1906),
wailing for their sins, believing that     p.  77.    When the sun shines on it,
the sun is angry and may never shine     the lake is of a brilliant blue (G. A.
on   them   again."     See   Francis  C.      Smith,   Historical  Geography  of the
Nicholas,  "The Aborigines of Santa     Holy Land,  London,  1894, pp. 501
Maria, Colombia," American Anthro-     sf.);   but  its  brilliancy  is  naturally
t* N.S., iii. (New York, 1901)     dimmed under clouded skies.